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The Camp Creek Caring Kids Protection Project began as a grant to the Klamath Trinity Unified 
School District. Due to administrative complications the school district requeste 1 a change of 
grantee to the Karuk Tribe of California. The tribe has worked closely with the school district in 
many aspects of Environmental Education in the past and we were excited to work with them 
again. Camp Creek Caring Kids Protection Project was modified to be administered and 
managed by the Karuk Tribe of California on December 1, 1998. Once the modification was 
complete the Tribe began to coordinate with the Klamath Trinity Unified School District in the 


Orleans area. 


The first hurdle we came to was types of trash or recycling receptacles, collection methods and 
disposing of the trash. After careful consideration, we came to the conclusion that if trash cans 
were placed in the area identified in the original grant, along Camp Creek in Orleans, we would 
very likely have no regular maintenance for those cans. Bears and other small animals were our 
number one concern. We could foresee the very likely event of trash scattered about within the 
already fragile watershed of Camp Creek. 


After evaluation of all possible circumstances, the trash can idea was replaced with recycling 
receptacles. We identified recycling receptacles that have proved to be a real asset to our 
community. The cans purchased are "Clusters" recycling receptacles, the wood-like slats on the 
outside of the receptacles are made of 100% post consumer recycled plastic, i.e.: soda bottles 
detergent jugs, plastic bags and film containers. The framework of the receptacles is made of 
post industrial aluminum scrap. The liners are reusable and the lids identify each receptacle with 
a message of the type of recyclable to be place in that particular container. 


The Karuk Tribe and the Orleans Elementary School staff beth agreed to maintain the cans if 
placed in more accessible areas. Receptacles have now been permanentiy placed at the Orleans 
Elementary School and the Karuk Tribe. Students at the Elementary school made posters to 
heighten the communities awareness of fisheries restoration and pressing environmental issues, 
our trashcans are now a platform to educate our community members. The funds generated from 
the recyclables will be used for transportation of materials to Recycling Centers and school fund 


raising efforts. 
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Tribal staff coordinated with the Orleans elementary school teachers, Americorp, and U.S. Forest 
Service to organize a field trip to the Camp Creek watershed. The students toured the Karuk 
Tribes Fish Hatchery, and observed natural salmon spawning beds within the Camp Creek 
Watershed. 
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cans promoting clean waterways and th 


Tribal staff conducted a presentation to the Orleans Elementary School students on the 
importance of the protection of our anadromous fish habitat. In coordination with the local 
Americorp worker, Tribal staff assisted the students of Orleans Elementary School in poster 
production. The posters were then laminated by Tribal staff to prepare them for posting. The 
posters were distributed to local businesses for display around the community, until the trash 
receptacles were in place. 

A meeting with Tribal staff and school teachers was conducted. Options of trash/recycling 
receptacles, maintenance and placement were discussed.’ An alternate placement was identified 
to better maintain the receptacles. 


- Lonc t x field trips tc amp Pek to n D Gevris, ang piace Signs anc AST 


Teachers, Tribal staff, and the Middle Klamath Subbasin Coordinator conducted six field trips to 
the Camp Creek Watershed. The field trips were very productive, the students seemed to be 
interested and worked together. Fisheries preservation and restoration were the main focus of 
the field trips. While on field trips the students collected trash at the popular recreation areas 
along Camp Creek and we discussed the advers> effects of trash in our watersheds. 
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Tribal Staff coordinated with teachers and students for placement of trash/recycling receptacles. 
Tribal Maintenance staff constructed framework and gravel was placed for receptacles. 
Receptacles were purchased and assembled. Placement was conducted by Tribal Solid Waste 
staff at agreed upon sights. Posters were collected from local businesses. 
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